 Graduation celebration for
Decker McKenzie May 3
following worship service

« Supplies for Ukraine
mission (list on bulletin
board)

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

¢ Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

e Andy Duncan (Liver transplant)

e Wayne Rigdon

e Jennifer Wooldridge

e Denise George (cancer)

Communion
Preparation

2026 preparation list is in foyer
April -Potts

May -

June -

Birthday / Anniversary

Axel Murphy - 2nd

Steve Mabry - 22nd

Cathy Reeves - 23rd
Lennon Joiner - 27th

John & Cathy Reeves - 15th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper
Scripture Reading - Acts 13:7 - 12
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Larry
Montgomery

Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic

Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 -
29

Closing Prayer - James Johnson

For everyone has sinned we
all fall short of God's glorious standard.

Yet God, in his grace,

freely makes us right in his sight.

ROMANS 3:23-24

04./26 /2026

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301

PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Their spiritual laziness becomes contagious
—and suddenly you have a church full of
people who call Jesus “Lord” but do not
obey His commands (Luke 6:46).

Satan doesn’t mind people warming pews.
He just doesn’t want them warming hearts.
The Early Church Didn’t Assume
People Were Saved:

In Acts 8, Simon the Sorcerer was baptized.
He was in the church. He participated.
But...his heart was not right with God (Acts
8:21).

Paul warned entire congregations about
false brothers among them (Galatians 2:4).
John warned about those who “went out
from us, but were not of us” (1 John 2:19).
The early church didn’t take outward
appearances at face value. They looked
deeper—at hearts, fruit, and faithfulness.
Maybe we need to do the same.

It’s Time to Preach the Gospel—To
the Church:

We cannot assume the people sitting in
front of us every Sunday understand the
gospel. We cannot assume they've truly
obeyed it. We cannot assume they’ve truly
repented. We cannot assume that baptism
was anything more than peer pressure or
family expectation.

It may be that our greatest evangelistic
need right now...is inside our own church
buildings.

Because if people have been sitting in the
pews for 10, 20, or even 40 years but have
never truly surrendered to Christ—it is not
time to comfort them. It is time to confront
them.

Not out of anger. Not out of pride. But out
of deep, urgent love for their souls.

The Call to Wake Up:

If this describes you—God is calling you to
wake up.

“Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you light.” (Ephesians
5:14)

Your family’s faith won’t save you. Your
Sunday attendance won’t save you. Your
reputation won’t save you. Only Jesus
Christ can. So come out of the world, take
up your cross and follow Him!

Examine your heart. Examine your
priorities. Examine your fruit.

Because a church full of unconverted
members is not a church full of hope—it’s a
church full of mission opportunities. And
maybe the first people we need to
evangelize... are the ones sitting near us in a
pew.

Maybe We Should Start
Evangelizing the Unconverted

In Our Own Churches
By Brad Harrub

In many congregations across America,
we’ve become experts at spotting “the lost”
out there in the world—those who don’t
look like us, don’t worship like us, or don’t
speak our religious language. We talk often
about evangelizing our neighbors,
coworkers, and communities. But maybe...
just maybe... it’s time we take a sobering,
honest look inward. Because the mission
field might actually be sitting in our pews
every single Sunday.
For decades we’ve cultivated generations of
“Christians” who know how to clock in for
that one hour on Sunday morning. They
grew up in the church building. Their
parents were faithful. Their grandfather
may have been an elder or deacon. Their
family name carries weight in that
congregation. And for them, Christianity
has become more of a heritage than a
personal conviction.
We have third and fourth-generation
“Christians” who know how to take the
Lord’s Supper, bow their head during
prayer, and find Acts 2:38 with record
speed—but who, outside of that single hour
on Sunday morning, are firmly anchored in
the world. They talk like the world. Act like
the world. And enjoy earthly pleasures like
the world.
Let’s be blunt: we have unconverted people
sitting in the church building every week.
And the worst part? We keep pretending
they’re spiritually alive just because their
family history and they still “clock in” for an
hour each week.
“But My Parents Are Faithful...”
Somewhere along the way we allowed Satan
to convince people that faith can be
inherited, like a family recipe or a piece of
land passed down through the generations.
But Scripture shatters that lie:
“The soul who sins shall die. The son shall
not bear the guilt of the father...” (Ezekiel
18:20).
Your parents’ faith does not save you. Your
grandfather’s eldership does not cleanse
your sins. Your family legacy will not stand
with you on Judgment Day.
Christianity is not genetic. It’s not
hereditary. It's a personal surrender to
Jesus Christ. It’s a lifestyle, not an hour.

Yet many in our pews rest easy in spiritual
autopilot. As long as they maintain the
image—show up, sit down, stay quiet—they
think everything is fine. But there’s no
prayer life. No Bible reading. No holiness.
No conviction. No repentance. No
transformation. No fruit. Just a familiar
routine. Just religious muscle memory.

The Fruit Test Doesn’t Lie:

Jesus didn’t say, “You will know them by
their family legacy.” He said: “You will
know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16).
And frankly, the fruit tells the truth. We
have members who don’t pray unless
someone hands them a microphone. We
have young adults who have never once
opened their Bible outside of a worship
assembly. We have teens who know more
lyrics from worldly artists than Scripture
from the New Testament. We have adults
who know every stat from their favorite
sports teams but cannot quote five passages
about salvation. All while confidently
calling themselves “Christians” simply
because they were raised in the building.
Some of these folks have been in church
their entire lives, but spiritually they have
never left the starting line. Often they don’t
sing. They have never been broken over sin,
never surrendered to Christ, never truly
repented, never grown, never served, never
been transformed.

They are churchgoers—not disciples.
Spectators—not soldiers. Fans—not
followers.

And sadly, their weak spiritual lives don’t
just stagnate their own souls... they often
become dead weight for the congregation.
Unconverted Members Drag
Churches Down:

Let’s be honest—lukewarm members are
not neutral. They don’t remain quietly in
the background. They affect the whole
body.

They weaken the atmosphere of worship.

« They dilute the church’s spiritual identity.
» They resist change, growth, or anything
that pressures them toward deeper
commitment.

» They discourage the zealous by making
real Christianity seem “fanatical” or
“extreme.”

» They normalize complacency.

« They influence new converts to adopt a
watered-down version of discipleship.

« They create generational cycles of
spiritual apathy. Continued on next page ...



